
Overuse of 

Antimicrobials

Based on Food and Drug Administration 
data, 29.9 million pounds of antibiotics 
were sold for use in meat and poultry 
production in 2011, representing 80 percent 
of all antibiotics sold in the United States  

The problem

Pollution Regulation

The re
commendatio

n

The progress

Phase out and ban the use of 
antimicrobials for purposes not related to 
curing or treating diseases. 

State and federal legislation that would ban or 
reduce antimicrobial use continues to languish. 
T he Food and Drug Administration is now taking 
comments for future rulemaking on 
antimicrobial sales and use.

Disease

Monitoring

Unsatisfactory disease monitoring

Implement a disease monitoring program, 
accompanied by an animal-specific tracking 
system.

In 2012 the Food Safety and Inspection Service and the 
USDA issued rules and requirements on more frequent 
collection of meat supplier information and animal 
disease traceability across state lines. But in all, little 
meaningful activity has occurred since 2008.

T he progress

T he recommendation

T he problem

T he problem T he recommendation T he progress

Each year more than 335 
million tons of manure are 
produced in the U.S. 
Nutrients from excessive 
manure application and 
dumping can pollute 
ground and surface waters, 
leading to major 
environmental and public 
health concerns.

Regulate industrial farm 
animal production in a 
manner similar to that of 
other industrial 
operations.

Recently-introduced 
legislation intends to limit 
the EPA's ability to release 
information about 
agricultural waste. EPA rules 
also exempt industrial farm 
operations from the federal 
air pollution and waste 
discharge rules that govern 
other industries. 

Animal Treatment

T he intensive 
confinement 
of large numbers of 
animals of the same 
species. Currently, no 
federal regulations 
protect animals while on 
the farm.

Phase out intensive 
confinement systems 
that restrict natural 
animal movement and 

Federal legislative efforts 
to improve standards for 
egg-laying hens have 
been unsuccessful. 
Several states even 
approved "ag-gag" laws 
meant to prevent 
individuals from 
obtaining images of 
agricultural operations. 
Efforts to eliminate 
swine gestation crates, 
battery cages for laying 
hens, and tethered veal 
crates have come 

T he problem

T he recommendation

T he progress

Competition

Industrial farm animal production's six worst traits 
Here's the latest update on how the industrial livestock production industry has progressed on six issues identified by the Pew Commission on Industrial Farm Animal Production as the biggest threats to animal, human and environmental health.  
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that restrict natural 
animal movement and 
behavior within 10 years.

hens, and tethered veal 
crates have come 
through state legislation 
and private company 
commitments. 

T he progressT he system favors large integrated 
livestock operations. T he number of 
potential buyers for producers has 
declined, narrowing their market 
opportunities and limiting 
competitive pricing in the sale of 
animals. 

Market 
Competition

Strong enforcement of current federal 
antitrust laws to restore competition 
in the farm animal market

T he problem

T he recommendation

T he 2008 Farm Bill required the USDA to help 
ensure the equity of contracts held by growers 
and producers, but so far regulations and 
legislation have failed to improve the market 
situation. Since 2008, several lawsuits have 
been brought against the egg and dairy 
industries for price fixing.

Inadequate public funding 
for research into public 

health issues related to the 
industrial production of 

food animals. Public 
funding for food and ag 

research was more than $4 
billion in 2011 versus less 

than $1 billion for food and 
animal production 

research. 

Research in Animal Agriculture

Collect data on public- 
and private-sector 

research investments in 
food 

animal production and 
human health.

Public research investments 
in topics related to 

industrial food animal 
production and public 

health has declined since 
2008, but National Institutes 
of Health-funded research at 

the intersection of food 
animal production and 

human health rose from $.2 
million in 2000 to $5.9 

million in 2008.
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